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MR. BILL WEDMAN: Based on the first three neetings
we' Il probably run about 30 minutes or so, on questions
and answers. W've pulled a sanple of questions out of
each of the groups. Then I'Il open it up to questions for
the group. We'll see how it goes, 30 or 40 minutes, then
we'll nove into part 4, which is, those of you who want to
make a statement, 1'll check to see how many do, at that
time, to get an idea of how nuch tine each of you can
have.

We're here for the evening. | don't know what
time -- the last place we were, they flicked the |ights at
10:30 on us. So we're here, and, also, after the neeting
t ake advantage of the Corps staff.

"Il ask themto do six or eight questions, then
"Il open it up to the floor. And, again, | encourage
you, these questions are requests for information or
something that's not clear to you. It's not the tine to
get into those statenents that have a rhetorical question
at the end, when you don't want an answer, just your
opi nion. That cones in part four. So we'll do our best.

Now, because we have a court reporter, we've got
an anplification problem disadvantage. So we're going to

ask you to cone up to the mke, if you have a question
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because Matt needs to hear to do his thing, the same way
witht he fornmal statenents.

I will call your attention to the yellow sheet,
again. Those of you who don't feel that you had an
opportunity at the end, use that yell ow sheet, that's in
your packet, to add any additional conments. Also, you
may have a question that never got answered. You can
wite that on a card and leave it at the table, or wite
t he question on the yellow thing.

I f you happen to have one of the newsletters, you
will notice there's a conment thing you can rip out and
use it. The Corps is collecting all this. One of ny
responsibilities is to collect all this information and
sumarize it, whether it's the tear sheet, the cards,
everything that conmes in, and furnish the Corps with the
best content sunmary that we can do. So whatever you
have, whether it's a prepared statenent or what, please be
sure and get themin to the Corps. I'll turn it back over
to Gary Loss, again, the project manager.

W' ve got a nunber of questions. I'mtrying to
pi ck out some that are representative, that | think cover
a lot of different areas. | recognize there will be a

chance for any of you to ask questions, again, when we
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finish this part of it. 1'mgoing to call on study team
menbers to answer the questions and hopefully solve sone
of the nystery here. Rich Manguno, econonics comnittee,
we each have got about two or maybe three questions that
we are going to address.

The question is, what is the basis of the grain
production forecast? W hired an i ndependent consultant
to do the traffic forecasts for us, specifically for
grain. Sparks Conpany was the contractor that did the
forecast, which has enmbedded in it, the projections of
what the acreage and the production values woul d be.
Sparks is a | eading conpany in the area of grain and
forecasting for that sector.

The question is, what is the cost of no action?
It's not just zero. The cost of no action really should
be viewed as the flip side of the benefits that had been
identified for the various alternatives. |f inprovenents
are not nmade to the system there are certain
transportation efficiencies that woul d not be
achi eved.

The benefits of the various alternatives that you
saw described earlier tonight are that portion of those

i nefficiencies that are regai ned by naking the various
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i nprovenents that are associated with each of the
neasur es.

Thanks, Rich. Monty Hines, of operations, has
got a question on operations issues.

Thank you, Gary. The question is, who do you
call or wite to report accidents, mssing narkers, red
mar kers, as a red narker has been nissing at mle 504
since May 28th. WelIl, that responsibility is the Coast
Guard, of course. They have a navigation section in St
Louis, but you could report it, they have a local office
i n Davenport, or you could actually report it to one of
our | ocks and dans, and they can pass the information
along. So a pretty easy question

Thanks, Monty. Engineering, Bobby Hughey.

A coupl e of questions. One, can the guide walls
be used sonetinme in the future to make the | ocks 1200 feet
Il ong? The answer is yes. It would probably require sone
nodi fications to the proposed gui de wall extensions, but
they coul d be designed to becone part of a | ock extension
sonetine in the future

The second question is what is the lock
construction sequence, and will the river be shutdown?

The sequence on the | ock extension is to -- the lock
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extension in all cases would be constructed downstream
The first phase of that would be to build a 600 foot
extension to the existing guide wall.

The second part of that, or al nbst concurrent
with that would be the strengthening of the existing guide
wal I that woul d become part of the |ock chanber. Both of
t hose woul d be done with mnimal inmpact to navigation
because the work coul d be done from behind the channel

The third phase, which is a rather conpl ex phase,
but involves the new technol ogy construction techni que
approach, and that's to place the gate, gate nonolith.

VWhat we're proposing to do there is build those off site,
or one for each |lock would be built off site, floated in
and sunk. That would require shutdown to navigation for a
peri od of tine.

The last thing would be to certainly conplete
that monolith and al so conpl ete what we would call the
river wall, which would be extending the other wall of the
exi sting lock down to that gate nonolith.

WIIl the river be shutdown? Yes, it will, for
certain periods of time. On the upper Mss, due to the
navi gati on systembeing primarily nine nonths, we are

| ooking at trying to construct a | ock extension or guide
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wal | extensions within three '90 day wi nter closures.
That's our objective.

There woul d be sonme shutdown period, short
peri ods, during the remai nder of the year when certain
concrete placenents are made and so forth. Those mi ght be
interms of a few days, or perhaps even in terns of one
ei ght-hour shift a day for four or five days, and then
re-open the lock to full 24-hour traffic.

Those are things that we're trying to work out
right now, because inpact to navigation is a part of the
cost of construction. That is not a nunmber that's
ignored. So we have to be very careful. And with the new
technol ogi es that float in, nodular construction and so
forth, we've been pretty successful in reducing those
i mpacts to navigation to a mninum Thank you

Thank you. Ken Barr, for some environnental
guesti ons.

Yeah, | have three questions here, at |east, that
we'll try to address. Who did the environnental inpact
studi es, and how |l ong did those studies take?

Basically we've been working on the study since
about April of 1993. So we're about six years into a

seven year study. W' ve had nunerous people working on
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the studies. W have staff biologists, ecologists,
hydrol ogi sts, fromall three districts, Rock Island
District, St. Paul District and St. Louis District.

W' ve used probably 12 to 15 people fromthe
wat erways experinent station. |It's a research facility
station near Pittsburg, Mssissippi. |In addition to that,
we' ve used nunerous private contractors.

Per haps one of the nobst inportant to us is Dr.
Steve Bartel, from OGak Ri dge, Tennessee, he's our
ecol ogi cal risk assessor, as well as state organizations
like the Illinois State Water Survey, as well as the |owa
Institute for Hydraulic Research, Dr. Nacato, as well as
at the University of Wsconsin, Mdison, Dr. Janes Knox.

So we've had a good diversity of both private
contractors, university types, as well as Corps staff
researchers working on this. How long does it take?
Again, we're about six years into a seven year study.

The second question is, why are we having a
nmeeting with public comment, when all the environnental
studies are not yet conplete? The alternative eval uation
phase is a really inmportant part of this.

And frankly, | w sh that we were about two nonths

further along in taking these traffic projections and the
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econom cs that we've heard about today and actual ly having
alittle bit nmore detail on what that neans to the nunbers
of larval fish that nay be inpacted. W nay see sone
reduction in plant growmh, in which nuscle beds in
backwaters are at greatest risk

However, it's very inportant, before we conplete
this alternative evaluation, that we do hear again from
the public. So | think it's an inportant opportunity,
with the econonmics nowin front of us, with sone idea that
it means going fromeight boats a day to 12 boats a day,
in Pool 13, and sone concept of what it nmeans to fish,
pl ants and nussels, to hear fromyou all. And | don't
think we could have waited any |longer to hear fromthe
public. It's been quite awhile since we've been out and
about .

The | ast question has to do -- and we hear this
qguestion in one formor another, concerns about increased
sedi nentati on and the environnental inmpacts. | think the
greatest concern that we've heard, going all the way back
to 1992, is backwaters and side channels are filling in.

W're really concerned that when we took a
free-flowing river, put up a series of 33 dans and created

a series of l|akes, that we've caused this opportunity for
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sedi ment traps.

The first thing that we did, in terns of that,
was | ook at the direct effect. If we do have an increase
fromeight boats a day to 12 boats a day, in a certain
part of the system what are those initial four boats
going to do, in terms of churning up sedinment fromthe
mai n channel? If it is churned up, where is it going to
go?

Is it going to go into the mouth of a backwater
and help fill that backwater, or is it nore |likely going
to be a course-grain sand that's going to go out, hang for
four or five mnutes, and then conme back down in the nain
channel ?

A lot of the physical nodels that Gary showed
pictures of were very nmuch targeted at which of the
backwaters are nost at risk fromincreased traffic? But
the other issue out there, from a backwater perspective,
is even without increased traffic, we know that there's a
| ot of sedinment conming off of upland. W know the
backwat ers have been filling in.

So what we did there, is we put together a team
of norphol ogi sts, hydrol ogi sts and ecol ogi sts. W took a

series of arial photos, sone fromthe 1940s, just after
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| ock and dam construction, a series of arial photos from
the 1970s, and then a series fromthe 1990s, and basically
mapped out and quantified which types of backwaters we
were | osing, where those backwaters were. And we
al so enptied the archives, in terns of any survey data
how deep was the water in the 1930s, in the 1940s, right
after construction? Well, how deep was it the last tine
we did a survey? How fast are we | osing these areas? And
we put together a cumul ative inmpact report, which is an

i mportant backdrop to this study, but also, | think, wll
be an inportant piece for other people |ooking for what
needs to be fixed on the upper M ssissippi River

system Thank you.

Thank you. One question has conme up at all the
nmeetings. It has to do with the Chicago Board of Trade
and their policy on the Illinois waterway. Paul, could
you address that tonight?

The question was, the Chicago Board of Trade has
changed delivery points for corn and soybeans, to include
Illinois R ver elevators. Have you included inpacts on
the grain delivery nodel? |If not, will it alter farmers'
ability to deliver?

W' ve had sone extensive discussions w th Chicago
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Board of Trade as they were evaluating this proposal. For
those of you who aren't famliar, starting next year they
wi || have delivery points for futures contracts on
I1linois River elevators, rather than at Chicago and

Tol edo.

They base their analysis and their decision on
the existing conditions for the Illinois waterway, know ng
what's there now. So in that sense, it was included in
our nodels, because our nodels are based on existing
condi ti ons.

Since nmost future contracts, they tell us, are
not actually delivered, we don't see a big inpact on that,
but any inmpact will be positive, based on any
i mprovenents, and probably very little change if we did
not make inprovenents.

Thank you. Sone nore general questions relating
to project nanagenent?

Why, during your opening remarks, did you present
| ocks 20 through 25, and then present environmental inmpact
slides concerning Pool 13? The 20 through 25 | ocks relate
to where we're proposing construction, and that's why we
tal ked about that.

As | said in the speech, the inpacts of what
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happens with 20 through 25, larger |ocks, nore traffic
goes all the way up the river. W try to pick out sone
representative pools to | ook at that show what the
traffic's going to be, what the inpact's going to be.

Pool 13 happens to be one of the pools that we
got nore information on than a I ot of the other ones, and
that's one of the reasons we showed the slide on that. W
got a lot of nonitoring information on that, working for
other agencies. I'mnot trying to confuse you, but that's
why we did that.

How wi Il these projects be funded; is it fuel tax
user fees, et cetera? The neasures that we're tal king
about here tonight, if Congress should authorize them for
construction, would be 50/50 cost shared with the trust
fund, which is a fund that the shippers, when they buy
fuel for the shipping, goes into that trust fund. And the
policy of the federal governnent right nowis that 50
percent of the new construction is funded through this
trust fund, and the other half would come from genera
revenues, fromthe taxes.

That's the present policy. W assune it would be
the sane wi th whatever projects we night propose fromthis

st udy.
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The | ast one was, what can you do to nmintain
good recreation in Pool 15? | think this is a big part of
why we're doing this study. W're trying to | ook at what
the delays are, what the traffic is, at all the pools,
whet her it's recreation or the environnent, making sure
that we know what's invol ved there, what's happening.

As far as a lot nore tows going through 15, |
thi nk you saw sone of the alternatives there, as nmany as
five nore tows per day. |Is that going to nean tows backed
up? Probably not. It depends again which alternative we
go with, what the traffic actually does. That's why we're
trying to analyze it. And if there are inpacts, we're
going to try to mitigate those things.

One last question. Wiy can't they use auxiliary
| ocks? | guess | would pick that one out because nobst of
us in the Quad Cities, we probably think all of the sites
have got a main |l ock and an auxiliary lock. Reality is,
only 15 does.

14 has the original six foot channel |ock, which
is used sometimes on weekends, but all the rest of the
| ock sites only have the one 600 foot |ock. They do have
the auxiliary gate sitting there, but there's not a | ock

structure there
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So at 15 we have both the 600 and the 360 foot
| ock, but that's unique. Al the rest of the sites do
not. Bill, I think that's probably enough questions.
W' Il take sone from the audi ence.

Now | 'd |ike to nove on. For those of you who
have specific questions, again, take advantage of the
m crophones. |f you see one's occupied, you may want to
conme up and be ready for the other. Wat Gary will do is
try to direct it to the right resource

So | open it up for questions that you nmay have
that aren't answered yet. Again, remenber, these are
requests for infornation or technical data, rather than a
statenment of your opinion.

VOCE | just want to know, what happened to the rest
of the questions that were witten? There nust have been
nore. There was nmore in our group than you had in your
hand.

CORPS: Right. Let ne tell you. Froma process
standpoint, what we did is we tried to get sone
representative questions. The rest of the questions are
going into the report itself and the analysis. The cards
that you have dropped, all the questions, these tear

sheets, sonmebody has already started to work on them
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So we're capturing themall. It's just that we
didn't want to read too many of them up here and then
deprive you all of an opportunity to ask them They'll be
used.

VOCE Okay. | would like to ask ny question that |
subm tted then, because it isn't really a kind of question
that's going to do any good when it conmes in the report.
My question was, | kind of wanted to get a general idea of
who was here at this neeting, who the people were, you
know, |ike what kind of groups that they represented.

And | broke that down into sone categories,
farnmers, barge operators, people that dealt in grain or
rock or salt, and environmentalists, and general public.
I"mcurious as to who the people were, so that when we
| ook at what we're sending in, we | ook at where it's
com ng from

So | was wondering if | can ask that question?
You know, |ike how many people are farners that are here?

CORPS: Well, let me answer your questions directly.
| can't, as a facilitator --

VO CE: Can we get a raise of hands? Can we get sone
i dea of who is here? | nean --

CORPS: Well, what | can tell you is, the range of al
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that you have added are here, that have been in the
neetings, recreational users, farnmers to towboat
operators, to the whole range of those that are inpacted,
benefitted and cost are here. So |I'mnot sure what good
it would do to ask the question of who is here.

VOCE Ckay. |1'd like to change ny question then
No one answered that one. | would like to knowif there's
one person who represents the Corps here, any one person
who represents the Corps at all who is opposed to the
expansi on of the | ocks?

CORPS: Wll, as far as a request for information,
don't think that's germane to what we're here to do.
They're here to provide expertise on your questions. So
do you have other requests for information directly, or
technical, or some of the answers about the alternatives
or questions that you haven't received yet?

VOCE: In response to his coment, |I'd just like to
say that if all the people that | net along the way, from
St. Louis up to Guttenberg, lowa, were here tonight, we
woul dn't be in Scott Comunity College. We'd be in the
Mark of the Quad Cities, and those people care as nuch
about the river as | do.

And another thing, if all the people in the
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country care about -- I"'msorry. |'mKkind of shaken up
here, in front of everybody.

But what |'mtrying to say is that there's a | ot
nore people that aren't in this roomthat don't really
know what this neeting is all about, all the people that
drive boats and all that, and I'd just like to say that |
think the main focus, to ne, really should be on
siltation, because that's the main focus. That's the nmain
problem of the river, and that -- | don't know --

CORPS: Well, it sounds like it's nore of a statenent,
than it is a request for information.

VOCE |Is there a better time for that?

CORPS: It's already in the record. So when we get to
part four, you won't have to cone back up here and make
your statenent.

Again, I'mtrying to provide the opportunity
right now-- we'll nove into the second, if nobody has
direct questions that are requests fromthe resource

managers here, or questions about what you saw on the

screen.
VO CE: | have a question. | have a couple of
guestions. | would Iike to know why river habitat has

been deliberately separated fromthe land habitat in this
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study. | have been at all the neetings, since the very
begi nning of this, and every tine |I've tried to bring the
busi ness of the watershed and | and use issues and the
habitat that exist on the land into this study, it has
been squandered, squashed, pushed aside, ignored.

I want the answer to that. |It's a specious point
of view Wiy are we worried about swans and ducks and
frogs and not nicrobes and worns in the soil, when it's
corn and soybeans being hauled up and down the river and
grown on the | and?

CORPS: (kay. Ken? Very early on, that was a
difficult question. W were nostly at that point trying
to think where in the flood plain we'd draw the line, in
terns of the various alternatives. Again, the no action
pl an being pretty nuch naintain the river like it is
today. You don't change the way they operate it. You
have basically the same water |evel reginme that we see out
t here today.

And so we started to think, well, the mgjor
impact is either going to be at the | ock and danmm sites
t hensel ves where we may say we need a new approach
i mprovenent, is going to go through a bottom and forrest.

That's why you saw sone of those nunbers up there |like two
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mllion to five mllion dollars to try to replace the
bottonm and forrest that would be effected by that type of
approach i nprovenent

But the vast mpjority of the inpact between the
| ocks and dans are going to be those associated with
increased traffic, and those effects stop pretty close to
the water's edge.

So we do have a study that deals with induced
bank erosion. In that instance, then, we are concerned
with critters in the bottom and, or archeol ogical sites
that may erode into the river, a prairie that may be
adj acent to the river.

We have tried to capture those areas and |ighten
t hem up, where you will have increased erosion that will
effect terrestrial resources. And we're dealing with
those, in terms of avoid, mininize or nitigate.

But the vast majority of the inpacts that would
occur, as a result of our inprovenents, are in the water
So that's why we're nost focused at those.

VO CE: So you are basically ignoring all the
organi sns on the land? Can | just say that bluntly? Is
that true?

CORPS: Well, no. Like |l said, | drewthe line --
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VOCE It's not included in the study?

CORPS: | drew the |line between those areas on |and
where our proposal will affect them And where we're
going to put a new approach inprovenent that goes through
a bottom and forest and animals on the [and, we're
definitely concerned about. Were we nmay induce erosion
that will effect aninmals or resources on the land, we're
definitely concerned with those.

VO CE: But you are doing nothing with farm and
not hi ng?

CORPS: Right.

VO CE: That's all | wanted to hear.

CORPS: That's not within the scope of the actua
st udy.

VO CE: One of the things that | hear the shippers say
is, one of their big costs is when they come to the I ocks
and they have to wait. Yet when I'"'mon the river, | see
barges that are hanmmer down from|lock to | ock

It seens to nme like, has there been any thought
given for any kind of orderly novenent of barges between
| ocks, so that these guys don't have to go hamer down,
burning fuel very rapidly, as much as they can, so their

waits are shortened at |ocks and still they could conserve
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fuel in the trips between the | ocks?

CORPS: M. Loss. W've had sone change in team
menbers here. This is one of the first things we | ooked
at when we started the study. So we're trying to assess
here who can best answer this, because it's sonething that
we addressed about four years ago when we started the
study. That's why we're doing a little shuffle up here.

Monty's going to take a stab and answer it.

Early on in this study this was discussed with
t he navigation industry, and sonme ideas cane up on this,
as far as it would actually be like an air traffic contro
situation and sonmeone would have to be in charge of it.
And really, we provide a lot of information to the
navi gation industry, via the internet, and they have rea
good conmuni cati ons.

And generally speaking, | don't think they're
interested in going hammer down. There nmay be sone
conpani es that do that, but they know what they're doing
at the next lock, what the wait is. And they have their
concern about costs and, you know, fuel efficiency. And
t hey have a program where they don't do that. They save
noney by not doing that.

So it's been | ooked at and tal ked about. | don't
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think it was one of the -- there wasn't a decision to go
forward with that kind of inplenentation.

That's just a general comment, one |'ve heard
fromsome of the operations folks at some of the other
neetings, is that we have a whole | ot of coordination
going on with the industry, the best practices that can be
used. And we're trying hard to nake the nmaxi num use of
the river, working with the industry, fuel efficiency and
all those things that go with that.

You know, it's probably not part of the
navi gation study. |It's just part of being good stewards
of the river and how best to operate that system

VO CE: Site specific habitat replacenent costs seem
extremely | ow, when you conpare these costs with the
envi ronnent al managenent program | guess | would ask
how were these costs obtai ned?

Many of these costs don't even cover the
engi neering of sone of our A and P projects. 1'd like to
know i f the habitat replacenment cost were ..... ?

CORPS: Yes, as a matter of fact, they were. Wat we
did in conputing those costs was we | ooked at a number of
different projects or prograns that the Corps night have

open, such as the MP. Also, we called a section 1135
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environnental restoration projects.

We al so | ooked through the literature and found
other types of restoration projects that focus in on those
speci fic habitat types, bottom and, side channels, et
cetera. W used representative costs fromthose, and then
we | ooked at our particular inpact assessnment that we did
at the sites and conputed the cost based essentially on
what we saw as potentially the number of acres that would
be I ost and then use those costs with repl acement costs.

VO CE: Yeah, 1'd like to change direction just a
little bit, but one of our concerns is the alternatives
are -- | guess a simle wuld be to put a new transm ssion
in a 30 year old car, by adding new construction onto 60
year old structures.

Does the Corps have the costs studies done yet,
if we went with brand new structures and put a little bit
of foresight in there to |ast the next 60, 70, 80, 100
years, instead of just the 50 year project here?

CORPS: I n answer to your question, yes, we
have. What we've done is we have | ooked at the existing
structures and | ooked at them fromthe standpoint of what
maj or rehabilitation of that structure is it going to take

to last the next 50 years, and that is included in the
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cost of putting a 600 foot new extension on.

W' ve gone back and | ooked -- and we're doing
that as part of the whole system W' re |ooking at al
the | ocks and dans, the existing ones right now, and
| ooking at nmmjor rehab efforts. And that prinmarily
i nvol ves the gates, divider gates, vales, machinery and
all that. And all of the costs to replace that and bring
those up to today's standard basically are included in the
cost associated with a 600 foot |ock extension

VO CE: M question is kind of an environnental

question. |If given that we're going to produce nore
agricultural products and the consuners in the Mdwest are
probably going to want to live a little better, so they're
going to need nore goods brought into this area. |If we do
not inprove the river system what will be the
environnental effects of using nmore trucks and trains, to
rail or to bring in goods and carry out grain? Has that
been added in?

| know this is away fromthe river, but if we
don't do it, then we've got a problemon the inland
roadways and the rails, and that should be added in or
conpar ed, because even with the problens that it nay cause

with the environnent with the river system it nay be
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better than what it does inland in the total picture of
the environment of the whole m dwest.

CORPS: Gary only gave us a small sanpling of sone of
t he environnental studies that we're doing, but one of the
ones that we are doing is called the alternative nodes
analysis. What we're attenpting to do is predict how nuch
rail traffic will there be in parts of the study area,
with no inprovenments, versus how nmuch will there be with
smal | scal e i mprovenents, the guide walls. How nuch rai
traffic will there be if we put the locks in place?

The two maj or areas of conparison that we're
doing are fuel use and em ssions. And what we're going to
attenpt to do is determine if there are areas where we've
actually induced the air quality to exceed the EPA
standard, if we were to have barges versus rail or the
ot her way around.

So we are concerned w th naking that conparison
bet ween fuel use and emissions. W're also attenpting to
do sonmething with effects to wildlife. Like we're talking
about how many fish are going to get ran over by a boat?
W have sonme nunbers that we can play with, on a deer
kill, for instance, based on miles traveled, and we'll

have sone of that, but we're not planning on going a whole
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long way with that on the rail side.

An initial concern was that the order of
magni t ude shift between waterway and rail night be so
great that it would force the rail conpanies to actually
put in double trackage all the way out to the Rocky
Mount ai ns, for instance. And then you'd have this whole
concern with, God, if they put in the newrail, it's going
to go through swanps. |It's going to go through the
mountains. It's going to have all these footprint
i mpacts.

But based on the economical analysis that dealt
inincrease, it really is not going to drive the rai
i ndustry to, for instance, double track through a certain
part of the country, in our estimate.

VOCE | guess | need a little clarification. As |
read these tables, I'mlooking at this, and you're telling
me that you are taking ny tax dollars and inmproving the
| ocks and danms, and then you are giving ne a dollar figure
of what that annual net inprovenent is.

Then | | ooked at the bottomand it said then
we're going to do this site specific habitat replacenent,
and |'mgoing to spend your tax dollars again, but I

didn't see any annual net benefit listed. Wat are the
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dollars there?

CORPS: The costs that we've shown -- and it kind of
goes back to a question that they asked Rich is, those are
actually the footprint inmpacts. So, for instance, if a
bottonl and forest is going to be destroyed -- bottom and
forest is pretty inportant in lowa, Illinois, Mssouri --
we woul d | ook at the cost of replacing that bottom and
forest sonepl ace el se.

So those costs, basically, if we put in the 1200
foot lock at that location and it destroys 25 acres of
bottom and forrest, then we estimate it's going to cost us
what ever that is, $600,000, to replace that forest
sonepl ace el se. That's what those costs are. And, yes,
those are part of the first cost of construction for that
design feature.

VO CE: But what is my benefit then? Were is ny
annual net benefit figure?

CORPS: The benefit basically is it neutralizes that
negative effect. So the benefit is a benefit back to the
nation, in terns of preserving our inportant environnent.

VO CE: Preserve is the wong word, sir.

VO CE: During the presentation of the alternatives,

it was eluded to that system c environnental inpacts m ght
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be negligible, at least that's what | thought | heard
during the Pool 13 exanple. Sone of those exanples on
nussel s and plants indicated that inpacts to plants were
m ni mal or negligible.

Can you indi cate how nmuch support you have from
the resource agency biologists for the study designs that
have been used for these investigations in the findings
thus far?

CORPS: First, a clarification on the negligible.
Gary was showing a slide that tal ked about nussel inpacts
-- and was it the nussels? Yeah, it was the nussels. And
inthe very first bullet, it said negligible direct
effects, and that basically has to do with nortality.

We don't think that there's places on the river
where towboats go fromeight boats a day to 12 boats a day
is going to kill the mussel. But the very next bullet,
and | think we need to come back to it, John. It's an
i mportant point.

The very next bullet is we do think that
increased .... is going to increase the physiol ogy of
nmussel s that are located very close to the sailing lines,
and we are concerned with nussel growth and their ability

to reproduce.
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So we've not made any finding that the inpacts
are negligible. W're still in the process of identifying
those hot spots on the system where we think we are going
to have a significant inmpact on plant beds, nussels, as
wel |l as fish, as an exanple of sone of the resources of
concern

The foll ow up question has to do with support for
the study, design and findings to date. The Navigation
Envi ronment al Coordi nating Conmittee consists of
representatives fromthe five state departnent of natura
resources, the EPA and Fish and Wldlife Service.

You think this is a |l ong neeting, they've sat
t hrough 26 neetings with the Corps of Engineers, as we
| ooked at ways to scope out these studies and | ooked at
ways to try to get answers within the time franme that was
avail abl e to us from Congress.

"Il paraphrase or characterize what | think. |
think there's general support for the study designs. |
think that in these types of studies there's a desire that
we have one or two years' worth of fuel data collection

I think there's considerable concern out there
that we're going to be noving ahead with the public

i nterest decision based on one or two years' worth of fue
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data collection, instead of nmaybe five or ten years, which
woul d have been designed. Again, can we put off this
decision for ten years?

In order to try to quantify that concern for the
future, we're using a risk based approach, and we're
trying to take the uncertainties that have cone up as a
result of two or three years' worth of sanpling, and
i ncorporate those into our findings so that we get nore of
a statistical representation of what the inpacts are, and
we can also identify which data gaps are nost driving our
deci si on naki ng.

You know, again, the feedback fromthe agenci es,
we're trying to carry that uncertainty forward so the
deci si on nmakers can deal with it as well. And lastly, for
those areas where the data gaps seemreally scary, we
woul d recommend, in the future, additional tracking before
t hese boats cone in 2013 or 2020 or 2030, keep an eye out
on what the heck is happening out there and what is
happeni ng to the environment.

VOCE |I'dlike to go back to the gentlenman's
guesti on about the scheduling of the barges. | feel maybe
sonebody fromthe Corps and sone of these gentlenen that

own t hese barge services, nmaybe they need to go out and
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| ook at the river once.
I mean, as an exanple, this morning, fromfive
o'clock until ten o'clock, there wasn't one barge went
t hrough Al bany, Illinois. | was on the river fishing. At
ten o' clock the first one went through. You | ook
downstream and here cone three nore, shoulder to shoul der
Now, if these gentlenmen think these guys are
staggering their boats out, and you guys are taking
i nformati on just because they're all stopped up at the
| ock, well, sure, themthree boats, they were all going to
get there at the same time, but there was five hours
nobody went through

CORPS: And your question is?

VOCE | feel that their information they're using
for these studies has got to be -- sonebody needs to go
| ook at what's going on, on the river.

CORPS: kay. If we're running out of actual requests
for information, we'll nove into the nore statenent
oriented part of it. So | want to nake sure we get the
guestions answered first, instead of making statements or
positions known to others.

VO CE: | have two questions. First, and it was on a

card, and | can't believe you passed it up. |Is there a
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basel i ne fromwhi ch you are operating? W have heard that
this would be inpacted in this way by this devel opnent on
the river, but what are we working off of?

I know for 20 years there have been all kinds of
tal k about studying the damage that's being done to the
river. 1Is there a baseline, where is the river now? In
what |evel of decline is it? That's ny first question

CORPS: That's the first question. The baseline and
likely foreseeable future wi thout condition is basically
what we do see out there right now W already have a
free flowing river that's been turned into a series of
| akes and the upper parts of those pools act sonewhat |ike
a river.

So our base condition is what we see right out
there right now That cunul ative inpact study that |
tal ked about, where we got norphol ogi sts, hydrol ogists,
ecol ogi sts together, we tried to take a | ook at what
happened in the first 50 years of inpoundnent, so that we
can estimate where on the river in the next 50 years we
m ght see concerns.

The maj or areas of concern that we're | ooking at
is sedinentation, delta formation, island |loss. There's a

few ot her nechani sns also. So we do have that report that
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we can use as a backdrop agai nst which to discuss the
direct effect of increased traffic.

VO CE: So you never really gave that -- any details
on that? You know, you only discussed what woul d be the
i ncreased negative inpact on the river. So, | nean, the
peopl e here really don't know what the situation is. You
and | know what it is, because | understand what you j ust

said, but that's a lot of words in one little short bite

there. It's kind of msrepresenting what's going on here.
You have answered the question. | don't expect
nmore fromyou. | think everybody understands that, the

situation with where the river is at right nowis being
underr epresent ed.

Secondly, in terms of econom cs, when you put
t oget her what woul d be the expansi on of shipnments of raw
goods, down this river in the future, was the econonic
devel opnent offices of the five states included in this?

| have talked to representatives fromall of
t hose people and | know what they say, and | want to know
were they included, and why were they not?

CORPS: To say exactly which people were consulted,

I'd probably be nisrepresenting if | did say it, but | can

tell you that we've had an economi ¢ coordinating
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conmittee, where we've had representatives fromeach of
the states that have served on that committee. And
t hey' ve provided i nput on how we best handl e the econom cs
for the study. They've net -- | don't think it's 26
tinmes, like the environnental group has, but probably 15
or 20 times over the last four or five --

VO CE: You can't tell nme if the econonic devel oprent
of fices of these states have been involved in this 50
mllion dollar study?

CORPS: Some have. Paul Sieki says sone have. He's
closer toit than | am W try to get the best
i nfornati on we can fromwhere we can get it from

VO CE: W're paying you to be here. W really do
expect answers to these kinds of sinple questions.

CORPS: Thank you. Ma'an®

VOCE I|I'mjust trying to voice the questions that
others were attenpting to put forward, and you listed sone
alternatives, | guess, to the question regardi ng has
transportation regul ati on been considered as an
alternative, and would the Corps consider that?

It wasn't presented as a conponent of the

alternatives you listed. You know, the listing was, what,

no action and then so on and so forth. It would seem
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from what peopl e have suggested, an alternative would be
an increased traffic regulation flow, and would that be
the responsibility of the Corps? Ws that alternative
consi der ed?

CORPS: We | ooked at a number of nonstructura
alternatives, 81 they tell ne, 81 nonstructural
alternatives, and a |lot of these happen with or without
our navigation study, and it's up to other agencies to do
it, if they choose. As the Corps regulating the traffic,
| don't think that's really ours to -- we don't have the
authority to do that. So | don't know if that answers
your question. Mnty or Rich, do you have anynore to add?

CORPS: The traffic regulation system would benefit
overall the efficiency of the waterway to a linited
extent. Essentially what you woul d save woul d be sone
conponent of fuel consunption. Fromthe shippers
perspective, it doesn't matter that nuch, except for fue
consunption, whether the towis waiting in line to be
serviced at a lock or if it's being held at a dock, much
in the same sense as the air traffic control system works
now.

If there isn't the slot to put a plane down

instead of putting that plane up in the air and have it
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circle, the attenpt is to try to hold it at the origin
until a slot will becone avail abl e when that pl ane
arrives. So the concept is nuch the same here. And,
agai n, the savings, the efficiency gained fromthat type
of measure is essentially limted to sone conponent of
fuel consunption saved.

VOCE: It seens like the driving force behind the
econonm ¢ side of this whole issue has been to provide a
savings for the farner, essentially, but the price tag
I've seen is like 1.08 billion dollars on this project.
Am 1 right on this?

I don't see how that nobney being spent on the
river is helping the average farner in here. |Is that
noney not better spent working with the farnmer on an
i ndi vidual basis in these states rather than expanding a
systemthat, you know, people within 50 niles do not use?

CORPS: He can answer the first part of that, right?

CORPS: W had a nunmber of costs shown up there for
various alternatives. There were two of the alternatives
that did exceed one billion dollars in cost, if we built
the entire alternative. As far as who benefits, you
know, our analysis is to |look at a whole nation and what

the savings are. And the farnmer will see sone of the
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benefits --

VO CE: What kind of benefit, though? | haven't seen
where the farner is going to get nore for his bushel of
corn. It looks to me like Cargill and Conagra are goi ng
to be the winners on this and not the farmers in this
room

CORPS: They will be sharing in it, and when we buy
products in the store, if it costs less to shipit, we're
all going to share in the savings.

VO CE: To give you an exanple, pork was eight cents a

pound this year. | didn't see pork cheaper in the store.
You know, |'m not seeing --
CORPS: I'Il tell you what. Qur analysis is |ooking

at what the delay costs are. W try to translate that
into dollars, and that's savings to the citizens of the
United States.

VO CE: WMy | address that question? |'ma farnmer,
and | would like to address that, from an incident that
took place in north lowa two weeks ago.

CORPS: Let ne just stop you for a second here. |
want to nake sure then that we're noving into the nore
statenment end of things, rather than a request for

information. |'mokay to do that, but yours is going to
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respond to her, rather than a request to the Corps. o
ahead.

VO CE: She's asking for an answer.

CORPS: Go ahead.

VO CE: The situation is this. The corn, two weeks
ago or 18 days ago, on Lock 27 they were going to fix the
mai n gates or whatever, and they were going to use the
auxiliaries.

So what that nmeant was, at ny hone on Wednesday
night, ny bids on ny corn dropped eight cents a bushe
bet ween Wednesday ni ght and Thursday norning, and that was
due to the fact that we knew that since the main
| ock, 1200 foot |ock, was not going to be functioning, we
were going to have to go through the 600 | ock, which, as a
result, meant there were going to be barges stacked up
Al the delays that we tal ked about woul d occur

Now, when all these del ays were occurring, that
translated into an eight cent drop in the price of my corn
on nmy farm Thursday norning, after the Wdnesday
announcenent .

Not only did that affect my local bid, but then
the processors in lowa, realizing that the river narket

dropped, decided that they also could drop their bid. And
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so in Cedar Rapids, the price of grain dropped eight cents
al so.

So when you nultiply that times the four hundred
mllion bushels that are sitting open across |owa during
the | ast two weeks, you have suddenly realized what is the
value of a lock to me and to all the other farners in
| owa.

And when you translate your 1.6 billion dollars
to equate to that, it's really irrelevant what the cost
even is of the lock. | don't have a narket when | don't
have the river working. | literally don't have a market.

Cedar Rapids, in ny area, cannot process all the
grain that is produced. W need to have alternatives.
It's got to go to all different locations. So ny river
and ny lock and dam systemare ny nmarket. They are ny
market. \When the river isn't functioning, | don't have a
place to go with nmy grain, and | have nmany nore exanpl es
that | can use, but this was one. You asked what is the
direct benefit.

VO CE: Did Conagra | ose when you | ost?
CORPS: (kay. | guess what the question is, is you
have identified the cost to you. And | guess your

guesti on was, as sonmeone who's not associated directly

ADVANTACE COURT REPORTI NG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

41

with that, what benefits would | see in what areas? And
guess that's pretty hard to answer, unless you | ook at
consuner and stuff |ike that, where your direct cost my
be because it costs nore or less to produce, or the added
val ues to what's going.

I'"mnot sure the scope of the study can answer
you directly, but they can break sone of it down, right?

CORPS: W've talked a | ot about grain shipnents, and
grain shipments are about 60 percent of the tons on the
river. That |eaves 40 percent of the tons in other
commodi ties, and that does not necessarily equate to the
val ue of those comodities.

Coal is about the second comobdity. Coal that
goes to your power plants, that you directly benefit from
| ower power production costs. Petroleumis about the
third | argest shipment on the river, and that transl ates
to savings in gasoline at your punps.

I know it doesn't look in the Quad Cities |ike
you are saving much in gasoline right now, but you can
pretty well assume it might be higher if the
transportation costs were higher. There are a |ot of
chem cal s shipped on the river. There's a |ot of sand and

gravel, cement, a lot of things that really do effect the
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general public.

CORPS: |'Il take one nore question, then I'd like to
shift nmore into those of you that want to neke a
statement. 1'll do a check and see how nany of you are

VO CE: M question is, did you have a place to inject
the inmpact of [oss of conpetitive advantage to our foreign
conpetitors, if we did not do any inprovenents, and as you
went through the econom c process with those inprovenents?
Did you have a place to put what that |oss in markets
woul d be to the econom c inpact here?

CORPS: The effects of international conpetition are
not specifically incorporated into the analysis that we've
done. However, those considerations will be part of the
br oader spectrum of other factors that will go in
ultimately to deciding upon what the reconmended plan is
that will come out later this year

CORPS: Let ne check now. How many of you want to
make sone sort of an either prepared statenment or just a
statement on what you' ve | earned tonight or heard tonight?
Could I get an idea? A show of hands, so | can divide
some of the tine up? Ckay.

Well, we'll set right now, since we're here for

anwhile, a five mnute limt, and whoever wants to start,
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and I'Il just let you know when one minute is up. Again,
we have to use the mikes, because we need to capture it.

If you do have a prepared statenent, please make
sure that the Corps gets a copy of it, either drop it at
t he desk back here or give it to one of the team nenbers.

VO CE | have a prepared statenment, and | won't, in

the interest of tine, read the entire thing, but 'l
sunmari ze for the Upper M ssissippi R ver Conservation
Conmittee, which is a professional organization of the
resource biologists in the five upper M ssissippi states.
And they're concern is with the analysis of environnental
i npacts and the present investigation

We don't have any comments to offer on the
econom cs associated with the study, but we believe that
the environnental investigations perforned to date are
insufficient to address the question of significance of
i mpacts.

In other words, we don't believe that the
i nformati on generated by the studies will give us the
necessary data to deternine if inpacts associated with
i ncreased barge traffic on the river will be significant
or not. In other words, we need to do nore ongoi ng

research to determ ne that answer. Thank you
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CORPS: Thank you.

VOCE |I'mwth the Scott County Corn Growers, but
this is nmy opinion and ny statenment. Being aware that the
environnent is inmportant, it should not be a priority over
everything at any cost, with no holds barred. | think the
word used is progress. There are people killed in cars
and trucks every day, and we do not stop construction on
our hi ghways.

The only reason the national trade deficit is not
worse than it is nowis because of ag products traded to
foreign governnents. W cannot conpete on a world market
because of -- oh, we can conpete on a world narket because
of river barge transportation at a reasonabl e cost,
someti nes.

If the environnmentalists need sonmething to be
concerned about and want to stage a big show, keep on big
oi | about using MIBE as an additive in the gasoline,
want to thank the environnmentalists with what they've done
so far on MIBE. The farm econony, the Anerican farner
does such a good job of raising the best food at sone of
t he cheapest prices in the world, we now have an over
supply.

We need to nobve our products to the people around
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the world. The river is the only way we can do this
economcally, in the Mdwest. |If farmers are not maki ng
noney, they are not spendi ng noney.

| have two brothers that both work at Case IH in
Mol ine. They are now | aid off because there are no orders
for new conbi nes. \Wen they are not drawi ng a paycheck
they are not buying products. One brother nade a
statenment he was going to trade his truck. And now he's
not going to trade his truck. He's going to wait and see
what happens.

Also | would Iike to nmake a statenent. |It's been

sai d several tines that bigger barges or bigger |ocks wll

cause sedinmentation down in the gulf. |I'ma farner, and
"Il take part of the blame for the sedinentation. | try
nmy darndest to do no till and keep preparing strips on

., but the dirt has got to run off of our fields before
it gets to the M ssissippi, before you have sedi nentation
So we got to stop it on the farmbefore it gets to the
river.

CORPS: Thank you.
VOCE: MW nanme is Ral ph Henniger, and I'mhere to
speak on behal f of the Davenport Chanber of Conmerce's

support for the US Arnmy Corps of Engi neers Navigation
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St udy.

Since many of the things in the statenment that
I've already filed with the Corps have been said, | wll
only add to what has been said, to provide that the need
to bal ance the environnental interests that we've been
hearing about is also related to the need to support the
navi gation study to assure the comercial, recreationa
and protection of the environnment will produce an optinum
result.

And based on what we have heard in the questions
and answers and the presentation earlier and in our
wor kshops, it's very apparent fromall that information
that the navigation study provides a balance of all the
various river interests and their recommendations, and
justifies investnent in calling for five 1200 foot | ocks
on the upper M ssissippi River, two 1200 foot |ocks on the
Illinois River, which are at LaG ange and Peoria, and five
gui de wal | expansi ons.

And part of the reason for that was the question
that was asked by a gentleman earlier about the difference
bet ween i mprovi ng an existing | ock by adding 600 feet,
versus the cost of building a new |lock. W believe that a

new | ock, over tinme, will be far nore efficient than
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taking an existing 600 foot |ock and trying to upgrade it.
And that is one of the reasons that we support the 1200
foot | ock. W believe the nodernization of the

| ock and dams can take place concurrently with the
continued care that the Corps provides for the river, and
mai nt enance for the environnental and recreationa
benefits of the river system and support the objectives
that are set forth in the navigation study. Thank you

CORPS: Thank you. Sir?

VOCE: Hell. |'mJeff Goldstein. I'mwth Ater
Barge Line, headquartered here in Bettendorf, lowa. Today
I"mrepresenting Mdwest Area River Coalition, which is a
cooperative effort by nenbers of the agricultural industry
and the towing industry. | have a number of comments,
which I'll submit to you here, that are in witing, but I
woul d I'ike to highlight sone of these points.

From the perspective of Mar 2000 and t he tow ng
i ndustry and agriculture, navigation on the upper
M ssissippi and Illinois R ver supports over 400, 000 jobs,
i ncl udi ng 90, 000 hi gh-payi ng manufacturing jobs. The
second point, the US Corps of Engineers estimates that for
every one dollar invested in navigation projects, there's

a yield of six dollars in benefits returned to the
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nati on.

The next point. 1In the 1990s, bulk agricultura
exports ranged in value from14 to 18 billion dollars.
These exports were one of the | eading positive sectors in
the U. S. bal ance of trade.

Barge transportation inpacts the lives of al
citizens of the upper Mdwest. it keeps rail rates on coa
| ower, reducing everybody's utility bills. It renoves
untol d numbers of trucks off the nation's highways,
reduci ng net fuel consunption and air enissions, and in
some areas, hel ps reduce gasoline costs at the punp by as
much as ten cents per gallon.

The American farner's conpetitive advantage in
exporting grain has always hinged on efficient
transportation, not being the | ow cost producer. CQur
maj or conpetitors, Argentina, Brazil and Chi na have nade
investnents in their transportati on systens and are
dramatically reducing the cost for noving their grain. W
nmust noderni ze ours, in order to maintain our strategic
advant age.

Currently, barge conpanies are paying 20 cents a
gallon in fuel tax to fund waterway construction

i nprovenents. To date the upper M ssissippi basin has
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contributed 40 percent of the revenue annually into this
trust fund, but has only received 15 percent of the

di spersenents. It's time to put back into this region the
i nvest ments necessary to secure the future of the waterway
transportation.

In addition, Mar 2000 supports nore study of the
sedi nentation i ssues that were nentioned earlier by sone
of our friends in agriculture.

CORPS: Thank you, Jeff.

VOCE M nanme is Gary Neneyer, from central

I[Ilinois. I'ma farmer. |'ve been to Argentina and
Brazil. | see what they've done to the Parana River. And
what they did is to dredge it out. It reduced their cost

of grain shipment by 15 cents a bushel. That's
conpetition to us. If we don't maintain a conpetitive
advant age that we've had for all these years, we will be
| osing markets to them

Nurmber 2, | work with Lake Springfield Watershed,
we' ve put 26 acres worth of filter strips around our
ground. W've done no till, reduced fertilizer, changed
our chenical programs, and we're trying to maintain
sedi nentati on on our ground, because it doesn't do us any

good to lose the soil off our |and.
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Also, | raise hi-lo corn, which is all shipped
down the Illinois River, and I'd |ike to support
alternative plan H

CORPS: Thank you, Gary. Oher statements? Sir.

VOCE M nanme is TomWillace. |I'ma corn and
soybean farner from Caneron, Illinois. | currently serve
as the president of the Illinois Soybean Association. |

cone to the nike tonight to speak in favor of alternative
plan H, also, the alternative which provides for five new
| ocks on the M ssissippi and two | ocks on the Illinois.

Since the tine that our forefathers started
settling westward, the inmportance of our rivers as an
econonm cal way of noving products has been evident. Today
our inland waterways are even of nore vital inmportance in
the transportati on of soybeans and soybean products.

Over the last 25 years, soybean production has
gone 120 percent with a 2.9 billion bushel crop projected
for 1999. Along with the growth in production has cone
i ncreased demand for soy products, internationally and in
t he US.

In 1999 the exports are expected to reach 930
mllion bushels. That is over 50 percent of what we

produce. And of that 930 mil|lion bushels, 75 percent will
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| eave the US, via the Mssissippi River and gulf ports.

In the last ten years, soybean farners have
invested mllions in opening new markets around the world,
but if these new market opportunities fall short, then
orders cannot be filled because of extrene del ays on our
rivers. The lock and damm system devel oped nearly 50
years ago is outdated. The systemis unable to satisfy
the increased grain transportati on demands of a grow ng
popul ati on.

Qur conpetitors to the south, in Brazil, are
spending 183 million to revive and upgrade their water
transport network. This project will enable themto reach
into the interior and what was once virgin land will be
farmed. The Corps study ignores the growi ng demand for
soy product, higher yields, and increasing gl obal denmand.

As US farmers continue to produce nore food on
| ess acres, nore efficiently, to try to feed a hungry
world, transportation is the key. Wth railroad
consolidation and crunbling rural roadways, our waterways
remai n the nost economcal and tinely way to deliver our
goods. These i nmprovenments are needed now to keep us
conpetitive in the future. | urge the Corps to nove

forward on plan H  Thank you
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CORPS: Thank you.

VOCE: M nanme is Shirley Bartelt. M husband,
Dwayne, and | farm 750 acres of corn and soybeans, near
Polo, Illinois, in Ogle and Lee Counties. Transportation
of our grain is our primary interest in the M ssissipp
and Illinois rivers. The majority of our grainis sold
into the export market. As livestock industry in our area
continues to decline, the export narket will continue to
become nore inportant to us.

I'd like to give you an exanple of the val ue of
the river navigation systemto our operation. The barge
rate on Wednesday, July 28th, from Savanna, Illinois, to
the Gulf of Mexico was 36 cents a bushel for corn, 38
cents a bushel for soybeans.

The total cost of noving our average annual
producti on of corn and soybeans fromour farmto the Gulf
of Mexico, by barge, on Wdnesday, would have been
$35,860. It would all fit in two barges. For conparison,
the truck rate of $2 per loaded mle to the Qulf of Mexico
woul d be approximately $2.18 a bushel for corn, and $2. 31
a bushel for soybeans.

These rates should nake it obvious why trucks

aren't used for this type of hauling. The total cost of
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novi ng our average annual production by truck on Wednesday
woul d have been $217,250. It would take 111 sem trucks,
on 1,960 mles of highway, round trip, a total of well

over 200, 000 miles.

['I'l leave the estinmated cost of those mles in
hi ghway repairs, traffic accidents, et cetera, to sonebody
else. | mght also note that the cash price of corn in
New Orl eans, Wednesday, was $2.10 a bushel. It wouldn't
make much sense to pay $2.18 to haul it there. Thank you.

CORPS: Thank you, Shirley.

VO CE: The alternatives that you identified deal with
Pools 14 through 25. And if you conpare 14 through
25, they are the npst degraded section of the river when
you conpare it to pools 4 through 13. | think it should
be fair that instead of |ooking at just habitat
repl acenent, you should al so be | ooking at net benefits to
the environnent.

CORPS: Thank you.

VOCE I|I'mRichard Segal. |I'ma farnmer fromlowa
and | encourage the Corps to support the plan H

CORPS: Thank you.

VOCE I'mden Mller, I'ma past president of the

lowa Corn Gowers. O all the comments that have been
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made, | don't believe that there's one that's been nade
about val ue added within the states. Conments were nade
in our breakdown group that alluded to the fact that if we
could just have all of our corn and all of our soybeans
processed within the state, the object of this neeting
woul d be null and voi d.

| just want everyone to know here that despite
the fact that value added is a very good idea, processing
within the state is a direction that perhaps all of us
would like to see it go. The value of our crop is stil
determ ned by the | ast bushel. And with about 20 percent
of our corn crop going for export, our |ast bushel goes
down the river.

CORPS: Thank you.

VOCE M nanme is Brian Severs. |'ma farner from
Scott County. 1'd like to first of all also voice ny
support for plan H As a farmer fromthis area, one who
utilizes the Mssissippi River to transport nearly all of
my grain, | amvery pleased to see the Corps of Engineers
has considered a range of economically justified capita
i mprovenents to the upper Mssissippi and the Illinois
Ri ver.

I'd also like to address the other very inportant
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area, and that's the environnental considerations. |
served for two years as chairman of |owa Farm Bureau's
Envi ronment al Resources Advisory Conmittee. The farners
who are in this room who know ne, know that | do whatever
is possibly practical to preserve and protect the
resources | have, to produce the grain not only to feed ny
famly, but parts of the world, as well.

And | think that the plans that have been
presented indicate that barge traffic and utilizing the
river is a very environnentally friendly neans of noving
bul k commodities |ong distances. One barge, probably nost
of you know this, carries the same as 15 railcars or 59
sem trucks.

Thus the noverment of one hundred million tons in
t he upper M ssissippi River Basin, by barge, keeps one
mllion railcars or four mllion trucks away from our
conmuni ties and available for nore appropriate shorter
t erm novenents.

According to the EPA, towboats enit 35 to 60
percent fewer pollutants than rail or trucks, and
according to the United States Departnent of
Transportation, one gallon of fuel in a towboat can carry

one ton of freight two and a half tinmes father than rail
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and nine times farther than a truck
A prelimnary assessnment of a nodel ship,
conducted by the Corps, estimted that anywhere from 100
to 300 mllion dollars in foregone air em ssion clean up
costs were saved by noving products by water. Replacing
t he existing 600 foot | ocks with new 1200 foot | ocks, or
even extending the old ones, will help the environnment by
not hurting -- and they will not hurt by transiting tows
faster, saving fuel and m nim zing churning while waiting
to |l ock through.
Barge transportation, in ternms of the

envi ronnental issues we |look at, is not the real issue on
the river. Sedimentation in the river is the real issue
and | as a farnmer and producer, and | know those of us who
are farners and producers in this audience will continue
to i nprove upon our crop production practices, our
conversation practices, to try to mninmze and naybe sone
day even elininate sedinmentation in our rivers, |akes and
streams. W believe anything is possible, and we'l
continue to work towards that goal. Thank you

CORPS: Thank you, Brian

VO CE: |'m John Overhouse, Miscatine County. [|'m

al so a nenber of the M ssissippi River Parkway conm ssion
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and |I'ma county supervisor. | was onboard as a
supervi sor when the steel mll, a major steel mll had
opened in Mntpelier, lowa. | want to bring an aspect to

the Corps to consider, which |I'msure they have, but 1'd
like to bring it to public know edge.

The location of this steel nmill is very strategic
to the defense of our country, being |located so close to
the Rock Island Arsenal. And | have tal ked with the
of ficials here about a year, year and a half ago, and
there woul d be sonme interest some day of possibly barging
scrap steel into that nmll, and | think this ought to be
gi ven great consideration

Because whet her it just happened or whether it

was planned by certain people in this country, the

| ocation of such a steel mll, state of the art, nodern
mll, is very, very, | think, inportant to the Rock Island
Arsenal, in case it's ever needed. Thank you

CORPS: Thank you.

VOCE M nanme is Larry Daily. I'mwith Alter Barge
Line, here in the Quad Cities. | also serve on the board
of directors of the American Waterways Operators. The
first thing 1'd like to say is, 1'd like to congratul ate

this community on the fact of this turnout here this
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evening. It shows a real dedication to what you truly
believe is inportant in your |ives.

The other thing I'd like to do is talk about a
little bigger picture here about the environnent. Anerica
currently exports nore than 125 million tons of farm
products per year, and that should double wthin the next
50 years. A large portion of that increase should nove
down the M ssissippi and Mssouri rivers. |It's the nost
natural way for it to go. The rest of it will nobve to the
East and West coast ports.

The rising world farminport needs, being driven
by the rise in population and the affluence of devel opi ng
countries who want nmore to eat and better things to eat,
shoul d argue agai nst any environnental canpaigns locally
that want to reduce barge traffic or even take out dans,
as they're tal king about on the West coast right now.

Meeting this |ast and bi ggest surge of world food
demand, and the demand will be net, if we don't do it, it
will be net by plowing down millions of square mles of
tropical forest in in densely popul ated Asian countries.

It was the environnental novenent, after all
that told us to think globally and act locally. And it

was the environnmental novenent that hel ped el evate

ADVANTACE COURT REPORTI NG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

59

wildlife and natural environments to the top rung of our
priority |adder.

Thi nking globally and acting |ocally today neans
| ayi ng the plans for a najor expansion of the M ssissippi
and M ssouri River systemand its shipping capacity. As
you nove toward neeting this challenge, we're going to
becone increasingly under the mcroscope of the hostile
scrutiny of nmany well-funded funds, such as sone that are
represented here tonight.

They would like to return the farm and, in many
cases, back to where it was in 1875. Ironically, the
environnental groups give no credit to the American
farnmers, which there's many here tonight, and the
technol ogy that they've devel oped with the biotechnol ogy
and other ways of inmproving crop yields that save the
wi | dl ands of the world equal to an area of the US, Europe
and South America, frombeing plowed down for lowyield
crops fromforest |ands.

The world currently trades about 350 million tons
of farm products per year. However, this is under a trade
constrain node. For instance, the taxpayers in European
countries pay about 150 billion dollars in farm substance.

They can't keep doing that. Wien those trade barriers are
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gone, the American farner is going to take up the slack
and hopefully will pick up about 50 percent of the gl oba
i ncreases that cone after that.

Wrld farmtrade is likely to expand 35 to 40
mllion tons per year, and we would need to expand our
current world output alnost triple to keep up with that in
t he next 50 years.

The food chall enge of the 21st century is not the
chal | enge of popul ation growth, as nmuch as it is the
chal | enge of affluence. Virtually all the people in the
21st century will be affluent people, relative to where
they are now, going from starvation standards to havi ng
di sposabl e capital inconme, wanting better food, nore
nmeats, nore fruits, nore vegetabl es.

If the world has 30 million wildlife species, a
reasonabl e bi ol ogi st guesstinmate, then 25 to 27 mllion of
them are probably in the tropical rain forest, with nost
of the remainder in such critical habitats as wetl ands,
corral reefs and nountain microclimtes. These are places
we have not farmed and we should not farm The world's
good crop land typically has large wildlife popul ati ons,
but only a few wild speci es.

Researchers have found nore species in five
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square nmiles in the Amazon Rain Forest than in all of
North America. In the nane of conservation, we nust farm
the world's good | and for the highest sustainable yield,
so that we can |leave the tropical forest and fragile |ands
for the wild species.

CORPS: One minute.

VOCE M final coment on this is that the American
farnmer is a true hero for this country. And I truly
bel i eve he deserves the best and npbst technol ogically
advanced and nost environnentally friendly river system of
transportation that we can provide him 1'd like to
support alternative G

CORPS: Thank you.

VOCE M nanme's Doug McCall. I'ma farmer from
Illinois, corn and soybeans. | asked the question about
if there'd been a study, if we didn't do this, what would
it do to the environnent? And | disagree with what you
said, that you said that we would not need nore rails or
nore trucks on the road. You made that assunption in your
st udy.

| cannot see -- you have already heard the
figures that it takes 225 railcars to haul what one

15-barge tow woul d haul, and | think there's a big flaw
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there, that we definitely -- if we're going to get this
crop to market and get the goods back into the m dwest,
we' ve definitely got to have nore roads and nore rail
For that reason, | support plan H

CORPS: Thank you, Doug.

VOCE I'mgoing to give it another shot, because
choked last tine | was up here. But the main deal is that
this whol e neeting about | ock expansions has conme at a --
it's not a very crucial subject. The crucial subject is
siltation. You can build the |ocks as big as you want,
but if your barges are stuck in the nud in ten years, what
good is it? That's the whole thing. It all stens back to
the farmers.

This nmoney that's proposed to be spent on these
| ocks shoul d be spent giving better incentives back to the
farnmers, even though they should be really good stewards
of the land, better incentives to cut back on siltation

So if the river's half filled in now, in another
ten years -- and there was no studi es done on how much
it's going to take to keep dredging it, since nore and
nore siltation comes down every tine it rains. The river
is brown, fromthe streans -- in front of the streans.

It's all the way out to the channel in sonme places.
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Then you drive down the highway. It's sinple.
You drive down the hi ghway and you | ook, any stream you
see, there's farmfields right up toit. No buffer zones,
no anything. You know, |I'mout on the river every day,
and | see all these things. |'ve seen slews fill in, in
five years.

| realize that econony is a very strong thing and
everybody needs a good econony. | run a project cleanup
on the M ssissippi, and a lot of ny sponsors are in the
audi ence. Farm peopl e give ne noney, Mar 2000 has given
me nmoney. Alter's given ne noney. And | realize there's
a lot of different views and aspects here, and that it's
not an easy subject.

But | would say, for the record, that ny
statenment is that this is not a crucial subject at this
time. Siltation is the nunmber 1 thing that needs to be
fought right now. |'m opposing the whole | ock expansions
at this time. It's probably agai nst what nmy sponsors
would like nme to say, but if | didn't say it, |'d probably
be a sell out, but I'msaying it.

But only at this tinme, because | think siltation
needs to be taken care of first, the nmmin, biggest

problem And then once you get that under control, then
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expand the locks. But at this point, |I'mopposing it. So
That's what | wll say.

CORPS: Thank you.

VO CE: Chad, you hit it right on the head. You
didn't quite put her all together perfectly, but that's
exactly it. Wiy do we have siltation? You know, it is
great that all these people have turned out here tonight.
It's marvel ous that you've cone out. It's inmpossible for
all of us to speak without hurting each other a little bit
over this.

And you guys running this show are going to get
hurt a little bit nore every tine you go upstream
because, as you saw on the maps today, they are maki ng
| ess and |l ess noney out of this deal the farther they go.
In fact, the way we look at it, the River Revival, the
Quad Cities is where the big fight is right now

St. Louis has lost, and everything down south has
| ost. Corporations have owned that town, but the battle
is here. The battle is here and |'ve been taking shots
all night long at people, trying to get inside their heads
to make themthink a little bit differently. 1've had a
few shots back, too, but you got to understand that there

is history going on out on this river
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What is going on out there right now has not
al ways been that way, and just because it is what it is
today, doesn't nean that this kind of progress is right
and that we're heading in the right directions.

There's a whol e | ockout on a lot of the
information in this country. How many of you farners know
that US beef is not allowed into Europe and Engl and
because we're not growing the best food in the world. How
many peopl e know that genetically nodified organi sns
cannot be brought into several countries in the world
because they don't believe that that's a good thing.

Do you hear that on the radio? Do you hear that
on the television? 1Is it the same corporations that own
the grain compani es that own the nedi a?

Wiy is the river silting and runni ng down? You
can put all the strips that you want to put out there to
catch the dead soil, but if you continue to kill the soil
it's going to run. You are killing the very thing that
hol ds the soil together, and the Arnmy Corps of Engi neers
in this whole big river partnership series of discussions
has purposely avoided the issue of |land use practice.

And the lowa Corn Growers has prom sed ne they

coul d produce studies that show that they inproved worm
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cultures on their land. Were are they? Wy aren't we
tal ki ng about those kinds of issues, because they would
score zero on that. And why aren't we tal ki ng about
cancer rates and pesticides? Has anyone ever heard those
two words brought up together? 1Is there any relationship
bet ween pestici des and cancer?

I mean, you can limt the scope of a conversation
and you can achi eve what you want to achieve. |If you
could put blinders on people and tell themthat, oh, yeah
lowa, that's where we grow all the corn and soybeans. W
don't need to grow anything else there. Hey, you can
| augh, brother, but you listen up, because it's your
fam |y and your |ivelihood.

I"'mliving with the farmers that | grew up wth.
I've been in the food business for 35 years. |'mnot a
tree hugger, all right? |I'minto economics. You waste
the very thing that produces your noney, and you don't
have any way to nmake any nmoney. You can't just sprinkle
chemical s on rocks and get soybeans and then put them on
t he boat and ship them out.

And who are you shipping themto and what are
they bei ng nade into? Have you thought about that? Ch,

we're feeding the world. Right. Over in China, do you
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t hi nk those poor people are getting those soybeans and
corn? That's going to this burgeoning new m ddl e cl ass
over in China. Oh, yeah, free markets in China now.

Do you know where your product is even going?
How many Gunmy Bears and Gunmy Worns are nade out of the
fructose fromyour corn, and that's making a better

Anerica? There's a lot of information that's being |eft

out of this debate, and until it's all brought around,
we're not going to be educated. |If you don't know your
history, then there's no way anybody is going fill you in

tonight on it.

And you can say, oh, yes, we're going to be
keeping jobs in the Mdwest by gutting this river, but in
30 years, when that soil is bankrupt, so are you. And
corporate America is running this show, and it's not just
corporate America, there are Swiss Corporations. This is
a gl obal thing.

CORPS:  One minute.

VO CE: The official Mssissippi R ver Revival
statement will be given in Wnona. One |ast conmmrent.
|'ve heard it said many tines, trucks and rails versus
boats. This seens to be a big feather in a |lot of people's

hats. They can point out that there's all this air
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Let me just tell you that if there was a way to
change the internal conbustion engine so that it no |onger
polluted, so that it was free of air pollution, and the
boats didn't nake air pollution, and the boats didn't make
wat er pollution, you would still have the structura
probl em of putting | ocks and dans on a free-flowing river
which kills that habitat.

As | pointed out, the baseline study has never
been done. W' re standing here tonight tal king about, oh,
it's going to go down anot her one percent, if we do this.
One percent from where?

CORPS:  Ti ne.

VOCE M nanme is Keith Myer. | traveled fromlowa
City to Davenport, this afternoon, with sonebody else in
the car. W go past soybeans, corn, soybeans, corn
soybeans, corn, soybeans, corn, soybeans, corn, soybeans,
corn, soybeans, corn

| asked the question to the person who was with
me. | say, did you ever wal k soybeans? And the person
said no. He says, what is wal king soybeans? And | said,
wel I, wal ki ng soybeans is when you wal k down the rows, and

you cut out sone of the weeds and you cut out sone of the
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corn, because if you have sone corn content in the
soybeans, you don't get as high a price for the soybeans
as you do if there's not any corn.

So we | ooked for a field where there's some corn
init. And we drive for several mles looking for a field
in which there is corn. And we don't see any fields in
which there is corn. But, by the same token, |'d never
seen anybody wal ki ng soybeans, One of the things that
leads me to believe that there's sonething el se going on
to control the growth of corn in the soybean field.

A lot of people have nentioned that they're
farmers. You know, | suppose that if -- | categorize
nysel f -- sonetinmes people ask ne what | do. | say, well,
| have about an acre and a half of raspberries. | have 75
fruit trees. | have grapes. | have raspberries. | have
rhubarb. | try and raise a number of things, and |'ve
been on a plot of land for about 25 years, and there's
never been any kind of chem cal placed on that |and.

And you'd be surprised how people woul d say, hey,
wow, those are great raspberries. Those are really great.
So when | distribute and give themto people, they say,
wel I, you can never get black raspberries anywhere

anynore. And sone people are always really happy to get
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bl ack raspberries fromne. And it's like -- | cone froma
famly in which is probably 45 farmers, and there's only a
couple of themthat do anything but raise corn and
soybeans.

And | kind of know why people don't want to do
it, because it's a lot of work. You got to get up, and
you got to tend to things. It's really hard work to raise
cattle, raise poetry -- | nean, poultry, raising any kind
of alternative crop is going to be very |abor intensive.

And the way that it's being done now is that
we' re dependi ng upon people fromforeign countries, like
maybe south of Mexico, to raise all those other kinds of
crops that are coming into Anerica. | can really kind of
wonder why all this corn and soybean is being raised here
and why we should ship that all down to the Gulf.

But | did want to add one question, and it kind
of relates to the nonanswers that are com ng out of the
Corps. The guy got up and said, you know, can we do
somet hi ng about control of the barges in terms of getting
themto run so they're not all piled up at the dam,
somet hing like that? Those ki nd of questions
about transportation, we're really kind of stunping these

peopl e over here, and it really bugs the hell out of you
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when you are tal king about this kind of noney and you ask
this question to this group of people. Can we neke the
barge traffic nore efficient? | nean, |ike can we get a
ki nd of tugboat, towboat, pushboat, whatever they cal

t hese things, can we nmake that kind of thing nore
efficient?

Can we nove the grain nore efficiently down the
river? W don't have to open and w den and | ongen the
lock. | mean, we don't even | ook at those kind of things.
We don't | ook at scheduling. W don't |ook at naking the
barges and everything nore efficient.

We just kind of |ooked at the traditional thing
of , okay, we got a problem there's nore corn and
soybeans, let's widen the |ocks --

CORPS:  One minute.

VO CE: Ckay. Thank you.

VOCE: |I'mBruce Carry. |I'mwth Alter Barge Line.
There have been several of us from Alter Barge Line
because Bettendorf, lowa, is honme to one of the better
towi ng conpanies in the United States. But this is ny
nmonent, and |'ve heard a | ot of things.

First, | want to defend the towi ng industry a

little bit. W do care about the environment. W have

ADVANTACE COURT REPORTI NG



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

72

made changes over the years. W do run efficient
equi pnent. W do have engines that are well-maintained
wi th proper adjustnents, so we are not polluting the air.

W do take every step to not pollute, and when we
do have an accident, where maybe a hydraulic line will
break, we have turned ourselves in, and we have been fined
accordingly. W will live up to our responsibilities.

My background al so includes farmng. | have
friends here who are farmers, and | know a nunber of
peopl e here who are farners. M father was a farner. |
tried it for awhile. 1It's a hell of a deal. | got out of
it.

But I'mlistening to the farmers standi ng up here
talking fromtheir heart and saying, hey, |'ve got to make
noney. Wen you | ook around, yeah, there's been farns
here for centuries. This river's been used for centuries.
These | ocks and dans have been in here for years. That's
the problem It's time to upgrade them just |ike we do
with the rest of our systens.

We need to upgrade the | ocks and we need to
support nunmber H. W need to support our farners. W
need to support our country, and | don't think this thing

shoul d be overstudi ed, because at sone point you have got
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to make a deci sion.

We need sone sol utions now, to the problens we're
fighting. Good luck, gentlenen. Make a decision. Focus
on your job. Mdke a decision for the environment, as well
as what it takes to keep our econony running. Thank you.

CORPS: Thank you, Bruce.

VOCE M nanme is Scott Tinsman, and |'mwith

Agribusiness in the State of lowa. | cane tonight
admttedly not knowi ng that much. [1'd just like to say
two things. One, | think the Corps has done an excell ent

job in presenting as much information as they can across
the entire wi de range of subjects. For that |I think you
guys have done a great job.

Havi ng | earned everything | can learn, | amin
support of Gor H And when you go before Congress, |
think you will probably be the only ones there who have a
positive cash flow to their project.

You know, | don't see any other buil dings,
federal buildings or building bonbers that actually have a
positive cash flowto pick from So | hope you are given
what you ask for. Thank you.

CORPS: Thank you, Scott.

VOCE: M nane is Leon Corzine. I|I'ma third
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generation grain farner. M/ son is also on the farm and
he is fourth generation on this famly farm |[|'malso
currently serving as vice president of the Illinois Corn
Growers Association. The ag-economy accounts on 42 to 49
percent of our products being exported in Illinois.

W are | osing our competitive advantage over our
South Anerican conpetitors, with the current delays we are
now facing. So | encourage you to nmove forward as quickly
as possible. W also are in favor of plan H W think
that is the | ong-range best alternative.

W have a 60 year old systemwe' re | ooking at
currently, with a |life expectancy of 50 years. W not
only have delays from an overl oaded system but from
breakdowns, as well. As production increases, rail and
truck nust attenpt to transport these increases, very
environnental ly unfriendly.

For rail, fuel use is increased by two and a hal f
times. For truck transportation, fuel use increases nine
times. Al em ssions increase accordingly, add to that
infrastructure costs and safety costs. Trains and trucks
do run over cars occasionally. The ag-econony is at a
crisis level. Delays now cost nme over five cents per

bushel, on ny farmin central Illinois. This wll
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i ncrease, w thout the inprovenents.

The ripple effect strikes honme, nmaybe not any
better than it does right here in Bettendorf, with Deere
now bui |l di ng 50 percent |ess conbi nes, because | can't
afford to buy new ones. Steel is affected. Tires are
af fected. Labor is affected. Then conmunities and
fam lies outside of rural Anerica are negatively inpacted,

as well as in rural America.

The sedinment issue is not a barge issue. It's a
tillage issue. That is why Illinois Corn Growers has
supported and really worked hard to inplement -- and we're
spending 600 million dollars in Illinois on the CREP

programto increase buffer strips and wetland acres. And
al so we have worked hard to inplenent the T by 2000, which
has al ready been tal ked about, and conservation 2000.
Both of these are in effect now, and they're working
today. Thank you

CORPS: Thank you.

VOCE M name is TimWIkerson. | work with
Bl ackhawk Fleet, which is a division of Alter Barge. |[|'ve
been in the river business in one way, shape or formfor
23 years. It's fed ne, and it's fed ny famly. And the

Anerican farmer plays a big part in that. 1'd just like
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to say that | support plan G Thank you.

CORPS: Thank you.

VO CE: |'mLynn Munch, with Mar 2000, and Mar 2000
menbers strongly endorse alternate HA W belief that when
the correct economc and real world assunptions are taken
into consideration, that there will even be far greater
net annual benefits than are currently shown.

The assunptions that we would Iike the Corps to
| ook at, once again, is the elasticity of the nodel, the
rail rates, the capacity issue. Since we build roads for
rush hour, we ought to build our waterway systemfor its
peak capacity, and al so | ooking at how nmuch the grain wll
actual ly increase over the next 50 years.

W al so support this alternative because it will
create the nost jobs of any of the alternatives. Mar 2000
menbers al so woul d request the Corps al so review the need
for 1200 foot | ocks on the upper M ssissippi River system
ten on the Mssissippi and two on the Illinois.

We think that when all the proper assunptions are
taken into consideration, that this will provide the
greatest economic alternative for the nation and address
our capacity issues. This is a challenge that we issue to

the Corps and Congress, that we nust be visionaries.
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Qur forefathers were visionaries with the
construction of the lock and dam system over 60 years ago.
Because of their foresight, it's not just agriculture, but
all the consumers in the Mdwest enjoy a high standard of
living envied by the world. It is time that we in this
generation be visionaries, also.

CORPS: Thank you, Lynn

VOCE M nane is TimBerrak, and I'ma farnmer from
northeast lowa. | would just like to build upon what Lynn
just said. She just threw out a vision that, you
know, really wasn't in any of the alternatives, and naybe
I think we need to think even a little bigger issues,
tal ki ng about actually ten | ocks on the M ssissippi and 12
-- or excuse me, two on the Illinois.

And | think if we'd take that vision and we grow
with it, there's opportunity here, and we need to capture
that. As we | ook ahead for 21st century agriculture, we
have one shot at this. Wen we [ook back to the '30s and
we | ook at the |locks and danms that were currently built, |
really believe, as good a job as was done, as well-built
that as they were, no one had the foresight to see how
val uabl e they are to us today.

And | woul d encourage us to maybe grab a little
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nore foresight, recognize the value that they currently
provi de, and then recogni ze the val ue that they probably
will provide to us in the future.

And | applaud the Army Corps for what they've
done in the past. | applaud your efforts tonight, your
ability to take a difficult subject and communicate it in
a manner, professionally, that we can understand to break
it down and respond to the questions. And | want to thank
you very much for the opportunity for us to voice our
t houghts and opinions. And |I'm hoping that as the rest of
your neetings progress, they go as well as this one.

Personal |y, as a person who does not have a corn
mar ket, unless the river is functioning, |'mhoping that
we're al so very successful in devel oping the [ ock system
expanding it on the upper Mssissippi River, and it is
vital to the United States' 21st century world agriculture
position. Believe ne, it is extrenely vital that we have
t hi s.

If we want to maintain the position that the
United States currently has in world agricultural trade,
we need to nake these inprovenents.

CORPS: Thank you, Tim

VOCE |'mMark Berkrum |'m M dwest Regional
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Representative for the Sierra Club. 1've been working
with the coalition of the conservation and environnental
organi zations followi ng the navigation study since its
inception in the early '90s.

And | want to clarify that the conservation
organi zations are not pushing to pull out the I ocks and
dans. W also have been in intense discussions with the
i ndustry groups and the Corps of Engineers, since this
study began, to try and find ways that we can maintain our
conpetitive advantage utilizing the inland waterways, as
wel | as other transportation systens and nmaintain a good
export market.

But we have a constituency out there that
i ncl udes you, as farners. It includes us as citizens, and
what ever jobs or occupations that we're involved with, to
find a way to strike a bal ance between the managenent of
the Mssissippi and Illinois rivers, between the
comerci al use and the natural resource use.

Annual ly the rivers generate over a billion
dollars in recreational use. The upper M ssissippi R ver
inits 1300 mles of area, draw nore visitors and nore
recreational users than do Yellow Stone or Yosenite

Nat i onal Par ks.
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W have a 1300 nmile national park system in
essence, right here, and that, as we've |earned from sone
of the river biologists, sone sections of the river are
degraded, severely degraded and may be in need of drastic
action to save sone of it, particularly to the | ower
I1linois River and the | ower reaches of the M ssissipp
Ri ver, exactly where we have the conflict with increasing
conmer ci al navigation traffic.

W have asked General Anderson, who's the head of
the M ssissippi Valley Division, and the Corps, to slow up
the process for awhile right now Because as was made
cl ear tonight, and has been nade clear at all these
nmeetings up and down the river, that people are nmoving
ahead and | ooki ng and pronoting particul ar options.

And if we truly care about a conpetitive bal ance
bet ween the natural resource use of the river and the
i ndustrial use of the river, we need to have all the
facts. W need to have all the figures.

And this study has been front-end | oaded with
econoni ¢ and engi neering issues and back-end | oaded with
the environnental issues, which take a little bit |onger
to solve. And what was not really clear in the

presentation by Gary Loss tonight, is that the system
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environnental effects and mitigation for those effects is
not included in the econonmic costs that you have seen
t oni ght .

And | think that if the organizations that have
been naki ng these presentations tonight and cl ai mng and
promoting particular options, and yet clainming to be
concerned about the environmental inpacts, need to step
back a mnute and join us in calling for conpletion of
these studies, and then a full airing of what the true
costs are going to be to us as a nation, as taxpayers,
bef ore deci sions are made.

And | woul d hope that M. Loss and the ot her
Cor ps personnel take this fact that there's decisions
bei ng made by these organi zati ons and endorsenments made in
particul ar options before we have all the facts.

It's quite clear, fromthe biologists, that there
have been damages that have been incurred on the system
and that sone sections of the river are in need of work,
and that's going to cost us as taxpayers. |It's going to
cost us as river users. But we need to know those costs
so we can make a sound deci sion on where we're going to go
with this.

We're not tal king about shutting down the river
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ever, for it's conmercial or recreational use, but we are
tal king about -- the true issue here is whether the
projected increase in exports, whether it's going to nove
on the river or nove by other neans, and | think that once
we clarify the costs, then we can deci de whet her that

i ncrease in projected usage of the river may or may not be
fiscally sound

None of us, as individual investors, would take a
one-to-one return on our nmoney for our investments. W
woul dn't get very far, but that's what we're being asked
to do as taxpayers. Mst of these options at this point
in time are under one and a half to one ratios. That's
not very good return on our noney.

And option H has only got a 1.04 to one cost
benefit ratio return right now, before we put it in
environnental mitigation. So I think a rush to judgment
is occurring, and | think that we, as citizens, we, as
organi zations, we better wait and nake sure the options

that we select neet all the needs of the citizens. Thank

you.
CORPS: Thank you, Mark
VOCE |'mWyne Wllians, | also work for Alter
Barge Lines. |'ve been a pilot on the river for over 36
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years. |'ve seen it when it was really bad, the Illinois
River. | can renenber when sonebody fell in the river
say at a lock, you had to go to the hospital and get a
shot, the river was so bad.

Over the last few years |'ve seen the river clean
up. | think the towing industry and farmers and everybody
is doing what they can to try to clean it up. But it's
very inportant that we keep this systemopen. | support
proposition H

CORPS: Thank you, Wayne. Anybody else? |f not, |
encourage you to -- again, one nore last tine, on that
yell ow sheet, if you have additional comments or
guestions, to put them down there.

| really appreciate your participation tonight.
The Corps has gained a |lot of infornmation on the broad
aspects of this, and some very specific things. | know
learn a lot every tine I"'mup here. So | appreciate it.

So with that we'll close down tonight. On a
personal note, since |I'mstaying here for a couple days,

i f anybody knows of any good fishing holes, why you can
cone up and let me know. Thank you.
WORKSHOP  CONCL UDED.

ENDED AT 10:18 p. m
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